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C orawenta oa St. tout® Po3t dispatch Article, 
"Xateliimicc A gency Calls j&gMa g o f BO rth Vi ctaaa a 
“BaiitifcaiTaSf) t'diifea.ry Failure, ** doted* a3’"£ec. 1966 


1, . Tais article, written by a Washington correspondent of the 
Wspatch, lUcbard Eudsssn, purports to b® based oa the latest 
CM-B’lTWaluaticn of tbs offsets of the basking ce^paiga cgainot 
Barth Vietaas. The finding® of this evaluation ore stated to bo: 

a. Tae bsstblng has failed to accomplish its major 
objective — to inflict sufficient punislaewit on Sorth Viet- 
nasi to persuade it to atop supporting tbs war la tbs South 

jfw pcaco telto* 

b. 'Hi® air attacks have failed to la$eda significantly 
the flow of mn end supplies fire® the Sartfc to the Southf 
the raids are an inconvenience rather than an obstacle to 
infiltration. 


e. While "cdr&aistration officials" have emphasized 
that the bashing ties up hundreds of thousends of wea in 
repair work to ©aintata l.o.c.’s cad also suggest the 
raids limit the rate of infiltration, the Joint survey 
minimizes the burden of the reconstruction effort and the 
impact of the boobing on the rata of infiltration. 

d* Monthly rates of infiltration were 1,500 in 
February 1#65, rose to %,5Q0 by the end of 1$65, and 
©veragsd between 6 ,b 00 sad 8 , 80 G in the Jaauery-dhly 
1566 period. More recently, infiltration apparently 
has decreased, but we are not certain of this. 

2. Our consents oa the Dispatch ** article ere as follows: 

&. Hho periodic CIA-DXA joint evaluation of the air 
campaign entitled, M Appraisal of the febing of Sorth 
Vietnam, i® primarily a detailed monthly review of the 
effect of current strikes against targets in fforth Vietnsa. 
It does not Bake m<iuslified judgaeats such as "She bombing 
has failed to accofflgdish its major purpose." 


3he V.S. air esapaiga has boon a carefully con- 
trolled scans of gradual escalation to achieve strictly 
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DIA review(s) completed. 
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limited objectives. Consetjuantly, the program has operated 
uader a set of firmly defined ground rules Which have 
Halted both the choice of targets and the areas to be 
bcebed. The latest published Joint CIA-DZA evaluation 
(Dsceasbar l$j66) concluded; 

cumulative effects of the 0.3. air strikes 
continue to licit the Korth Vietnamese capability 
for overt aggression, However, Itorth Vietnam retain® 
its capability to continue to eupport activities in 
South Vietnam and laoa to present or increased coo- 
bat levels and force structures.” 

b. The Judgment that the flow of iron and supplies has 
been essentially unimpeded agrees with CIA-DXA appraisals. 
The Dispatch article implies that "administration officials 
ere in error in stating that reconstruction of bomb damage 
ties up several hundred thousand pen* On the contrary , it 
ia agreed by CIA and DU that 200,000 to 300,000 workers 
have been diverted to repair and dispersal pro ©rasas. Uhls 
diversion has been characterised by CIA and Sift aa a K&Jor^ 
effect of the boobing, not an "inconvenience or annoyance. 

c. Hho article's estimate of numbers infiltrated in 
1$66 are sassavhat lower than intelligence estimates j CIA-BIA 
figures range frea 7,fe00 to 10,300 a month through July 
compared with the Dispatch 's 6,400 to 8,600. SUrthor, 

the intelligence view bow generally accepts the probability 
of & fali-off of infiltration in the latter part of i 960 . 

The " time lag ia identifying” thesis is not considered sa 
sdoquate explanation for the recent decline ia KVA forces 
saving South. 

3 .' finally, tba statement that the 0.S. Mr Force does most 
of the current appraisal of the effects of the air campaign 
against Korth Vietnam is not true. Vithia the Depcrtaant of 
Defense, the DIA has the primary responsibility. 
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